TOEKOMSTBOEREN is an association of ‘farmers for the future’
ACCESS TO LAND

A young and growing association
of 'farmers for the future'

A 'Toekomstboer' (farmer for the future) aims to
farm in a way that is environmentally sustainable
and socially inclusive (i.e. organic, csa).

The association aims to:


build a strong network (national & regional)



develop a collective political voice



create support within society by sharing inspiring
portraits (in our so-called 'bundles')
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Access to Land
Many of our members are
new entrants, so access to
land is a hot topic. Land is
expensive in our polder
country: ranging from
€40.00-120.000 per hectare!
We want to develop a strong collective voice, so in
the future we can hopefully work on influencing
(local) policies. In the meantime, we work on
alternative solutions...

Creating space for new farmers

where we encourage established farmers to
create space in their farm for new entrants,
by sharing positive experiences of farmers
who have welcomed new farmers into their
operation.

From dreaming to doing

where new farmers are encouraged to turn
their dreams in to a more concrete list of
requirements, and practise to communicate
these effectively.

Land markets

Events which aim to match new farmers
looking for land, with established farmers
who are willing to share part of their land
and facilities
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We value connecting to international movements:
We're a member of
La Via Campesina,
and hope to officially
become a member of
the Access to Land
network soon!
We are always interested to connect and exchange
ideas and experiences, so please get in touch if you
feel you or your organisation would like to meet or
cooperate in a project:
info@toekomstboeren.nl www.toekomstboeren.nl

We're sorry our core team couldn't make it to Brussels,
but are very happy two of our members are there, and
we hope you enjoy their sharings!
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This is farmer Albert Hoeve of Boerderij de StadsHoeve in Zunderdorp (part of Amsterdam) holding
some ‘wild greens’ from the tiny CSA garden we’ve created on his land. Albert lives with his wife
Angela, children and animals on this farm, that has been passed on from to generation to generation
since it was built in 1861.
Some details of the StadsHoeve farm:
• biodynamic since 1992
• Demeter & Skal certified
• max. 28 dairy cows, plus calves and young cattle
• milk is collected by the factory
• approx. 30 hectares of land
• 60 sheep (on average), plus lambs
• 2 pigs, 2 horses, chickens, dogs & cats
• places for apprentices and volunteers
The scale of the farm makes it impossible to make a decent living out of the farming only. For this
reason they have chosen to broaden their activities. These all take place on the farm and include:
• child & after school care facilities
• school education on the farm
• rental apartment (part of the farmhouse)
• rental of a stable kitchen, mainly for parties, weddings and business & television events
• two open ‘lambs’ days’ in Spring, with activities for kids and watching the cows going back into the
field for the first time of that year

Farmer Albert offers the opportunity to some to unfold their activities on the farm. By this wonderful
chance, me and Geralien (also a member of Toekomstboeren) were given the opportunity to start-up
this tiny and informal CSA project. This is our first season. It’s a great way of learning by doing, and
experiencing all different aspects of CSA farming, that are much broader than growing vegetables.
Geralien did a one year permaculture design course with Linder van der Heerik (who is running a
professional permaculture CSA as well, de Voedselketen).
I (Suzanne) did the 2-year part-time biodynamic farming school (Warmonderhof in Dronten).
We both studied and work(ed) in quite different fields, and are not from farmers’ families, so we are
indeed new entrants.
We are currently using about 250 m2 for vegetables, herbs and some flowers. We also took over the
care of a plot with different types of berries.
We are primarily growing for a small number of shareholders, ourselves, and the farmer’s family.
We started out with 4 shareholders, and decided to allow one more, so 5 now (this restricted number
is a conscious choice).
They are paying €200 for the whole season, for a share for one person. By this, we cover our costs
and can make small investments, but don’t earn anything.
We don’t need to invest much either, since we can use the land for free, as well as all the materials
that are already on the farm.
Since the farm is very close to the city and many people come by, it’s very easy to make new
connections and encounter persons that are interested to get some of our, currently very abundant,
harvest (e.g. caterers, merchants, consumers). Since we are limited in scale and available time,
besides informal, we prefer to keep them at some distance for the moment.

Since we are within the contours of this dynamic farm, we are always having some company of cows,
sheep, birds and other animals. Besides there are also others farming plots of land on the farm (but
none doing that for a main income), which makes it possible to share our experiences and harvests
mutually.
We don’t have any formal agreement with the farmer about the use of his land. The non-written
agreement is, that in return we help the farmer with the farming, primarily with the cows, and
especially during their holidays. When the family leaves for holidays, they leave the farming and farm
to us to run, a group of (ex-) apprentices and volunteers.
We are nonetheless also free to start-up a professional business, but we have chosen not to, for the
moment. We have consciously chosen for a ‘slow’ and tiny scale start-up, whereas other new
entrants (using land on other farms) have dedicated all their time & effort in setting up a profitable
business within one year. We have seen and experienced though, that the possibility of burn-out in
our society is very present, also for farmers, so we really want to avoid this path. We are on a path of
searching for alternatives, a fresh form of small scale farming that is not only balanced for the land,
but also for the wellbeing of the farmers.

