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About IFOAM EU



IFOAM EU
Operations and organisation

180 members in all 28 EU member states, EFTA and EU 
candidate countries:

• Organic farming associations

• Organic food processors, retailers, traders

• Organic food and farming advisors and researchers

• Organic certifiers 

Based on the IFOAM principles of organic agriculture 

• Health, Ecology, Fairness & Care.



ORGANIC 
ON EVERY 
TABLE

● Policy makers widely recognize the contributions of organic farming and promote it

● Citizens continue to increase their consumption of organic food and have easy 
access to it

● Organic and agroecological practices are employed on more than half of EU 
farmlands

A HOLISTIC 
ANSWER FOR 
AGRICULTURE 
& FOOD  

● Continual innovation increases the resilience and environmental performance of 
organic farming and food production

● Crop varieties and animals breeds are conserved, shared and allowed to flourish

●Working with fellow food and farming actors, organic contributes to the wellbeing 
of farms, the environment, rural communities and society

TRANSPARENT 
& FAIR FOOD 
CHAINS 

● The environmental, social, and public health costs of farming are reflected in 
payments to farmers and in the cost of food

● Farmers and workers are fairly remunerated: value and power are fairly distributed 
across the system

● New business models and communications foster trust, and citizens engage with 
farmers and artisans

TRANSFORMING FOOD & FARMING
VISION 2030



European Parliament Resolution on the state 
of play of farmland concentration in the EU



European Parliament Petition, 2015 - the 
starting point

• Bringing together citizens, farmers’ organisations, rural 
development organisations, civic movements in favour of 
local and sustainable agriculture, environmental 
organisations, and human rights organisations, 

• Stressing that farmland is the basis of food production, 
lasting ecosystems and lively rural areas and the tremendous 
pressures on farmland

• Highlighting the challenges - destruction of farmland and 
ecosystems, land concentration, generational renewal, 
farmland both a national and EU competence

• Offering solutions implementation of the Voluntary 
Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure (VGGT), 
making access to land a priority for the next CAP, a Directive  
on fair and sustainable access to farmland 



European Parliament Resolution, 2017 – a first 
step

Adoption of recommendations and EU guidance on 
land governance based on (VGGT) Guidelines 

Establishment of an Observatory to collect information 
and data on farmland concentration and tenure in EU

Appointment of a high-level taskforce to examine the 
impact of EU policies such as the CAP on land 
concentration

States that direct payments would offer better value for 
money if payable based on public goods a farm delivers, 
rather than solely on the land area it covers. 



What next for agriculture by 2030?



Agroindustrielle 
Intensivierung

Healthy farms, people and planet? 
Agro-industrial intensification...

© Bioland



Agroindustrielle 
Intensivierung

...or Agroecological intensification...

Implementing public money for public goods

© Bioland



CAP Post-2020 Vision



Public goods vs private goods

• Agriculture highly dependent on environmental and
socio-economic public goods

• European farmers confronted by need to maximise
price competitiveness

• Current market framework does not sufficiently
recognise farm produced private and public goods

Mainstream approach for public goods in agricultural
production missing



Public goods for the EU market

EU trade in agricultural products, 
2002-2016

Intra-EU Extra-EU

Production of public goods

Environmental aspects
Good water and air quality
High on-farm biodiversity
Long-term stable soils
….

Socio-economic aspects
Agricultural Systems 
Diversity
High animal welfare 
….

Food production for the 
EU market

25 % Export/Import
75% EU market 

Source: Eurostat, 2017



CAP 2014-2020



Source: Stolze et al, 2016

CAP 2014-2020 spending



Analysis of current CAP

• Disproportionate emphasis on international price 
competitiveness 

• Public goods payments based on single practices rather 
than on a targeted system approach

• Payments calculated in terms of income forgone and 
costs incurred, not the value of public goods 

• Greater preference from Member States to opt for 
100% EU financing



IFOAM EU Proposed Objectives for Post-2020

• Incentivise & reward the positive externalities of 
agriculture for all farmers, who want to deliver more 
than the legal frame requires

• Create a more supportive policy environment for 
farmers, who address the expectations of society for 
public goods

• Increase the influence and relevance of sustainable 
holistic farms systems such as organic farming as a key 
solution 

• Create a new deal between farmers & EU citizens. 



Long-term Vision for CAP spending



New payment model based on public 
money for public goods



Soil is one of the most important natural resources of 
the planet Deadline 12 September 2017!!!

Towards a legal Framework that protects 
our soils


